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Editor’s Note

photography from a specialist field into a
populist hobby for everyday people. Thanks
to these and other photographic innovations,
Eastman’s legacy looms large over the last
century of photography.

Welcome to the latest issue of Sciencelens
News. It’s been a while since the last
newsletter, so we have a bumper edition this
time around.

Besides being a great innovator, Eastman was
also a major philanthropist. He established,
among others, the Eastman School of Music
as well as schools of Dentistry and Medicine
at Rochester University. He also funded clinics
serving low-income residents in various
European cities.

I am proud to introduce Sciencelens’ new
photography training offering. It is a side of
the business that has been growing steadily
over the past year to the point where I believe
we can provide real value. See page 3 for more
on this exciting development.

Gerry le Roux
Professional photographer
and owner of
Sciencelens Ltd.

The past months have also seen some
interesting conferences and events and a
quick overview of the latest events where
Sciencelens provided photographic coverage
can be found on pages 7 to 10.
Finally, changing gears completely, we go
from black-tie awards events to gumboots and
paddocks as I showcase a couple of recent
photo shoots from the domains of agriculture
and horticulture. See page 5.
As far as the remainder of the year is
concerned, there are many exciting shoots and
events in the pipeline, which I hope to share
with you in future editions of the newsletter.
If you require any photography or training over
the next few months, give me a buzz – I would
love to be of service.

Gerry
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Sadly, George Eastman’s life ended in suicide
(he suffered chronic pain in the later part of his
life due to a degenerative spinal problem), but
even this sad tale has a silver lining of dry wit –
he left a suicide note reading, “To my friends: my
work is done. Why wait?”

Celebrating the
father of modern
photography,
George Eastman
On 12 July,

we celebrated
the birthday
of George Eastman, the father of modern
photography.
George Eastman (12 Jul 1854 – 14 Mar 1932),
an American inventor and industrialist,
founded the Eastman-Kodak Company. He
invented roll film in 1884, which, after various
improvements and refinements, resulted in the
famous Kodachrome film in 1935. Eastman also
developed the Kodak camera (1888) – the first
camera designed specifically for his roll film,
and the single photographic innovation that
probably played the biggest role in expanding

The Eastman-Kodak company was a dominant
player in the photographic market throughout
the 20th century, at one stage in the mid 70s
claiming a 90% market share of photographic
film sales in the US. The name “Kodak” became
so synonymous with everyday, amateur
photography that the company tagline, “A
Kodak moment”, entered the common lexicon
as any moment or event that is special enough
to be captured on film.
While volumes have been written about
George Eastman and his Eastman-Kodak
Company, I thought I’d leave the last word
to musician Paul Simon and his 1973 ode to
Kodachrome:
Kodachrome, they give us those nice bright colors
They give us the greens of summers
Makes you think all the world’s a sunny day, oh yeah
I got a Nikon camera, I love to take a photograph
So mama don’t take my Kodachrome away!

PHOTOGRAPHY training

TRAINING

Learn how to effectively
capture movement by
controlling shutter speed.

and some testimonials (see overleaf)
In addition to offering photography
services to a range of academic and
corporate clients, Sciencelens has also
been steadily honing its photography
training offering, providing customised
in-house training sessions to a growing
number of clients from the science and
technology sector.
The idea of the Sciencelens training
offering is to provide research groups,
communications teams and others with
the knowledge and skills to take better
photographs for a range of applications,
from research articles and science posters
to corporate brochures and more.
Our recent training assignments
have included photographic training
and consultation to the Institute for
Molecular Biology at Massey University
(where general introductory training
was provided to a group of staff and
students, followed by targeted lab
sessions to a number of research teams),
the Malaghan Institute for Medical
Research (helping the Development
Team improve their skills photographing
scientists in the lab, as well as visitors to
the Institute), the National Institute of
Water and Atmospheric Research, NIWA
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(introductory training with a focus on
composition and people photography)
and workshops on practical photography
tips and techniques presented to the
Science Communicators Association of
New Zealand (SCANZ).
While there will always be value in
contracting a professional photographer
for important photo shoots, and to
help build and maintain a high-quality
organisational photo library, the reality
is that there are many daily photo
opportunities for which it may not be
practically or financially viable to call
on a professional. Appropriate, focused
training can equip scientists and
science communicators with improved
photography skills, and raise the standard
of science photography in general. This
provides yet another opportunity to
make a contribution to the effective
visual communication of science.
In the case of scientific research, in
particular, there is unfortunately seldom
enough budget or time allocated to
professionally capture the development
of a scientific research project from
start to finish. By providing scientists
and student with photography training,

new research can be documented
and communicated in a clearer, visual
manner. And while taking pictures of
their scientific research may not be the
most pressing issue in the minds of most
scientists, there is no doubt that well
presented science with good visuals
(photos, diagrams, graphs) tend to be
better received, especially when these
are included in scientific conference
presentations and posters.
A research article with
strong visuals often
stands a better
chance of being
selected as a cover
article in scientific
journals, something
that can be a real boost
to a researcher’s profile.

To find our more,
or to book an in-house
training session for your
team, contact me at
06 3566 377 or email
gerry@sciencelens.co.nz

Whether for a scientific article or
corporate newsletter, there will always
be those opportunities that justify a
photo, but not necessarily a professional
photographer. With our photography
training offering, we aim to help you
make the most of these occasions.

TRAINING

Learn how simple
composition techniques
can help you create
more striking images
Associate Professor Rosie Bradshaw
(Institute of Fundamental Sciences,
Massey University):
Thank you so much for the photography
training course you held for my research
group at Massey University. The course
provided a perfect combination of clear
technical explanations and hands-on
practical experience. The quality of our
photography has improved substantially
thanks to your course.

Learn how to
use shallow
depth of field
to isolate your
main focus
point.

w

Rave revie

Dave Allen (NIWA):
Gerry le Roux gave an excellent photography workshop for NIWA staff in June
this year. He was very well prepared, knowledgeable, relaxed, and he hit the mark
perfectly in terms of what we were looking for. I have no hesitation in recommending
him to others and NIWA will undoubtedly be using his services again.

Jenny Sim (Fundraising Operations Manager,
Malaghan Institute of Medical Research):
Gerry provided our Development Staff with a
Science Photography 101 session recently. It was
tailored to meet our needs perfectly and was
extremely well presented. We would recommend
Gerry fully, an A1 trainer.

Professor Barry Scott (Molecular
Genetics, Massey University):
Dear Gerry,
I am writing to let you know what a big
difference your photography training course
and advice on setting up a photographic
studio in the Manawatu Microscopy and
Imaging Centre has made to the quality of
the scientific images that our post graduate
students and post docs are obtaining for
their plant and fungal culture samples.
Everyone’s understanding of how to capture
good images has improved. Having a good
camera and the proper lighting and stage
set up has also made a huge difference. The
photographic images in student theses and
publications have improved dramatically.
The better images enhances the quality of
our publications.
Best wishes
Barry Scott

Rave review

Learn how changing
your perspective
can create different
visual effects.
Christine Ross (President, Science Communicators Association of New Zealand):
Gerry ran two highly rated photography workshops for SCANZ in Wellington and Auckland earlier this year.
Feedback from attendees showed appreciation for Gerry’s in-depth knowledge of photography and specialist subjects,
his approachable manner and his ability to condense a lot of technical information into a digestible format. Being
able to offer our members a high quality training opportunity with ScienceLens was also a great bonus for SCANZ.
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Rave review

Learn how to
effectively use
colours, lines
and shapes.

H O R T I C U LT U R E

Back to the land
During the past month, I’ve had the
privilege of undertaking a couple of
rewarding photography assignments out
in the countryside.
On a lovely winter’s morning a few
weeks back, I captured an olive harvest
in the Kapiti region. The New Zealand
olive industry is still young, but our
climate has already proven perfect for
the production of world-class extra virgin
olive oil. As a committed olive-lover, it
was great to witness and capture the
harvesting of this noble fruit. I certainly
have an increased appreciation for the
effort that goes into the making of my

favourite ‘Olives New Zealand’ certified
olive oil.
About a week later, wielding my
gumboots and trusty camera, I set off
in pursuit of some cattle shots for New
Zealand’s National Animal Identification
and Tracing scheme (NAIT), capturing
cattle in various settings – feeding in a
paddock, being moved between farms,
and at a livestock auction. Cattle are
truly amusing creatures when you start
studying them – in fact, considering
how attentively they followed my every
move, I think they study us more than
we study them!
Being out in the
countryside,
camera in hand,
photographing
diverse aspects of
rural New Zealand
is such a joy. No
doubt I will do
what I can to grow
the agricultural
and horticultural
component
of Sciencelens’
photography in
future!
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A G R I C U LT U R E

NAIT is an animal identification and tracing scheme linking people, property
and livestock. By enabling individual animals to be traced, NAIT enhances
New Zealand’s ability to respond more quickly if there is a biosecurity threat
such as a disease outbreak.
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Roundup of
recently covered
conferences and events
Event photography (particularly events
with a science focus) remains a key part
of Sciencelens’ business, and over the
past few months I’ve had the privilege
of covering a number of fascinating
conferences and events.

Looking back at these events, and the
many other conferences I’ve covered in
the past, it really is inspiring to have such
regular exposure to some of the best and
brightest minds from New Zealand and
beyond.

NZ Climate Change Conference 2013

The New Zealand Climate Change Conference, held in
Palmerston North in June, provided me with much food for
thought while I was photographing the range of expert speakers,
including Professor Jon Barnett, an Australian Research Council
Future Fellow at Melbourne University, Professor Dave Frame,
Director of the New Zealand Climate Change Research Institute
at Victoria University of Wellington, Dr Andy Reisinger from the
New Zealand Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research Centre,
and Professor Barry Smit, Canada Research Chair in Global
Environmental Change and Professor of Geography at the
University of Guelph. Professor Smith was the co-recipient of
the Nobel Peace Prize 2007 for his role in the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). What an inspiring and thoughtprovoking experience.
scienceLENSnews » august 2013
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CONFERENCES

CONFERENCES

The PR Institute of NZ (PRINZ) Conference 2013
Sciencelens has been the photographic partner
of the annual PRINZ conference for the past
three years, and this year the event, held at the
end of May, proved as interesting and exciting as
always. Themed “Enduring Relationships, Enduring
Communities”, the conference covered a wide range
of topics presented by an excellent selection of
speakers, including the Mayor of Christchurch
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Bob Parker, Masterchef 2011 runner up Jax Hamilton,
Roger Sutton from the Canterbury Earthquake
Recovery Authority (CERA), TV3’s Hamish Clark, Sam
Johnson of the Student Volunteer Army, David Brain,
President of Edelman Asia Pacific, and many more.
While not a scientific event as such, the topics
covered at the PRINZ conference never fail to
provide food for thought, and I find the
insight it gives into the latest trends in
marketing and public relations, invaluable.

CONFERENCES

The Inaugural KiwiNet Research Commercialisation Awards
In June, the Viaduct Events Centre on
the Auckland waterfront provided the
setting for the inaugural KiwiNet Research
Commercialisation Awards. Commercialisation
plays a key role in turning novel scientific
discoveries into innovative products and
services, with the potential to boost our
economy.
Given the importance of research
commercialisation in the wider R&D space,
Sciencelens is proud to have been associated
with the KiwiNet Awards as photography
sponsor.
The projects and initiatives presented to a
panel of judges on the day of the award,
proved endlessly fascinating – to say that
some of the innovations left me slack-jawed is
no overstatement. Add to this some inspiring

scienceLENSnews » august 2013

9

presentations from the evening’s speakers,
most notably the always-inspirational
Sir Ray Avery, and you have a winning recipe
for a great new awards event on the New
Zealand science calendar.

CONFERENCES

FoodHQ launch

This past week saw the launch of FoodHQ,
based right here in the Manawatu,
and described as New Zealand’s
Food Innovation Gateway. FoodHQ,
New Zealand’s brand new centre for
collaborative food research, encompasses
a who’s who of New Zealand food science
and innovation, including host organisation
Massey University, The Riddet Institute,
Plant and Food Research, AgResearch,
Fonterra and the BioCommerce Centre
(BCC).
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The launch event brought together
an impressive collection of individuals,
including the Minister of Science and
Technology Hon Steven Joyce and the
Minister of Food Safety Hon Nikki Kaye.
Also present were Massey University
Chancellor Dr Russ Ballard, Vice-Chancellor
and Chairman of the FoodHQ Board
Hon Steve Maharey, Palmerston North
Mayor Jono Naylor, Manawatu District
Mayor Margaret Kouvelis, Dr Jeremy Hill
from Fonterra, Dr Tom Richardson from

AgResearch, Peter Landon-Lane from Plant
& Food, Professor Paul Moughan and Mark
Ward from the Riddet Institute and Dean
Tilyard from the BCC.
The event also served to showcase
some examples of local food innovation,
including fat-free Scoop ice-cream, which
proved quite popular with everyone who
had a taste.

NEWS SNIPPETS
Upcoming conferences
»»
»»

»»

»»

»»
»»

Aquatic Science at the Interface,
19-23 August 2013, Hamilton
The SIRCNZ 2013 GIS and Remote
Sensing Conference, 29-30 August
2013, Dunedin
27th International Symposium
for Physical Activity and Fitness
Research, 29-31 August 2013,
Hamilton
4th Australasian Hydro Power
Conference, 9-11 September 2013,
Rotorua
2013 World Alpaca Conference,
23-24 September 2013, Hamilton
New Zealand Institute of Physics
Conference 2013, 27-30 September
2013, Nelson

Celebrating World
Photography Day.
On Monday, 19 August, we
celebrate World Photography Day, a
worldwide celebration of the art of
photography that extends to more
than 160 countries. 2013 marks the 4th
celebration of the day, and whether you
are an amateur, hobbyist or professional
photographer, this is your chance to
embrace your love of photography.. To
find out more about the day, and to see
how you can get involved, visit:
www.worldphotoday.org.

Art of Science exhibition
Curated by award-winning science
writer and historian Rebecca Priestley,
‘The Art of Science’ features paintings
from the Royal Society of New
Zealand’s fascinating private collection
of portraits of prominent scientists,
past and present. It captures the
connections between artists and
scientists, and between science and
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art, looking at the different ways that
scientists and artists appreciate colour
and light.
The Art of Science exhibition will run
from 20 July to 29 September 2013 at
The Nelson Provincial Museum Pupuri
Taonga o Te Tai Ao, cnr Trafalgar and
Hardy Sts, Nelson.

Comvita Science Symposium
Comvita is hosting their annual Science
Symposium on 2 September 2013 at
the University of Auckland. This year’s
symposium focuses on the science
of exercise and nutrition, and how to
encourage behavioural changes in
individuals towards a healthy lifestyle.
The symposium includes:
»» New research findings and latest
insights on natural products from
industry leaders;
»» In-depth scientific presentations
on nutrition and exercise science;
»» Innovation and commercialisation
strategies on bridging the gap
between science and consumers
to create a meaningful health
outcome for consumers;
»» Networking over drinks and
food while enjoying the Comvita
Science Challenge Prize Giving
ceremony during the evening.
Visit www.comvita.co.nz/sciencesymposium to register and to find out
more.

Second ScienceTeller Festival
The second ScienceTeller Festival will
be held in Dunedin, New Zealand,
25-27 October 2013. ScienceTeller is a
celebration of Storytelling and Science
dedicated to documentary filmmaking,
writing and other creative media. The
festival program combines public
screenings, events and workshops with
stimulating talks by guest speakers.

Like last year, the festival promises to
include an exciting range of events
brought to you by presenters such
as Baba Brinkman, a Canadian rap
artist with a Masters in Medieval
and Renaissance English Literature;
Hazel Marshall, a Story Consultant
for the BBC Academy; Robin Moore,
Creative Director of the Amphibian
Survival Alliance (ASA); Marcus Byrne,
an associate professor in zoology
and entomology at Wits University,
Johannesburg, South Africa; Matt
Vance, a New Zealand-based writer, and
artist; and many more.
Visit the festival website at:
http://www.scienceteller.com/
for more information on this great
event.

EYEcon Photographic
Competition
Canon EYEcon is a competition created
especially for New Zealand’s emerging
photographers and filmmakers. It’s the
ultimate opportunity to showcase your
talent, gain valuable experience and
pitch yourself against the best in your
field.
There are some truly incredible prizes
to be won too, including a range of
‘money can’t buy experience days’
with some of New Zealand’s most
prominent photographers.
This competition has always been
open to tertiary students and assistant
photographers within New Zealand.
However this year the organisers are
taking it to the next level. For the first
time ever, both film students and
film assistants or Year 12 & 13 high
school photography students have a
dedicated category to submit entries
too.
Prospective entrants must register their
interest by 5pm October 1, 2013.
More information is available at:
http://www.canon.co.nz/EYECON

‘Prediction is difficult,
especially about the future’
The sixth lecture in the 10x10 series
in which mathematicians talk about
how they are helping to solve today’s
problems will be on prediction by
Professor Robert McLachlan RSNZ.
This talk will cover current attempts
to grapple with the unpredictable,
using such things as chaos theory and
supercomputer simulations, and show
how what we really need is to be able
to discern just what can, and cannot, be
predicted.
Robert McLachlan is a professor
of applied mathematics at Massey
University. He is a pioneer in the
development of ‘geometric’ simulation
methods that are now widely used in
computational physics and chemistry.
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Details: 6pm Tuesday 27 August,
Auditorium, Level 2, Auckland Museum,
The Domain, Parnell, Auckland.

‘Hobbits and mental health’
winter lecture series,
Hamilton
The University of Waikato is holding
a winter lecture series with lectures
every Wednesday in August, bringing
together the latest university research
and experts from the community.
Lecture 1: ‘An Unexpected Result: The
Business of Hobbits’, 7 August
Tourism heads and researchers discuss
the benefits to the region of having
parts of The Hobbit movies filmed
here. Speakers: Hamilton & Waikato
Tourism head Kiri Goulter; Matamata
PR Association manager Sue Whiting;
and University of Waikato’s Dr Carolyn
Michelle, who’s been carrying out
worldwide research on perceptions of
The Hobbit.
Details: 6-7pm Wednesday 7 August,
Gallagher Academy of Performing Arts.
University of Waikato, Hamilton. Free.

More about Sciencelens
Find out more about Sciencelens,
and the things that make us tick.
Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/sciencelens
Twitter
http://twitter.com/gerryleroux
Blog
http://sciencelens.com/blog

Disclaimer: Every effort has been made
to ensure the accuracy of the information
contained in this newsletter. We accept
no responsibility for any errors.
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